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his clothes, and dragged him naked as he was over thorns and briers,
forcing him along with whips and staves.   When it was day, Sabas said
to his persecutors, " Have not you dragged me quite naked over rough
and thorny grounds ?    Observe whether my feet are wounded, or whether
the blows you gave me have made any impression on my body";  and
indeed they could not perceive any the least marks.    The persecutors
being enraged, for want of a rack took the axletree of a cart, laid it upon
his neck, and stretching out his hands, fastened them to each end.   They
fastened another in like manner to his feet, and in this situation they
tormented him a considerable part of the following night.    When they
were gone to rest, the woman of the house in which they lodged untied
him; but he would not make his escape and spent the remainder of that
night in helping the woman to dress victuals for the family.    The next
day Atharidus commanded his hands to be tied and caused him to be
hung upon a beam of the house, and soon after ordered his servants to
carry him and the priest certain meats that had been offered to idols,
which they refused to eat, and Sabas said, " This pernicious meat is impure
and profane, as is Atharidus himself who sent it"    One of the slaves of
Atharidus, incensed at these words, struck the point of his javelin against
the saint's breast with such violence that all present believed he had been
killed.   But St Sabas said, " Do you think you have slain me?   Know that
I felt no more pain than if the javelin had been a lock of wool.'*   Atharidus,
being informed of these particulars, gave orders that he should be put
to death.   Wherefore, having dismissed the priest Sansala, his companion,
they carried away St Sabas in order to throw him into the Musseus.   The
martyr, filled with joy in the Holy Ghost, blessed and praised God without
ceasing for thinking him worthy to suffer for his sake.   Being come to
the river-side, the officers said one to another, " Why don't we let this
man go?   He is innocent;  and Atharidus will never know anything of
the matter."    St Sabas, overhearing them, asked them why they trifled
and were so dilatory in obeying their orders,    " I see," said he, " what
you cannot:  I see persons on the other side of the river ready to receive
my soul and conduct it to the seat of glory;  they only wait the moment
in which it will leave my body."    Hereupon they threw him into the
river, praising God to the last; and by the means of the axletree they had
fastened about his neck, they strangled him in the water,   He therefore
suffered martyrdom, say the acts, by water and wood, the symbols^of
baptism and the cross; which happened on the I2th of April, Valentinian
and Valens being emperors, in 372.   After this the executioners drew his
body out of the .water and left it unburied;  but the Christians of the
place guarded it from birds and beasts of prey.   Junius Soranus, Duke
of Scythia, a man who feared God, carried off the body, which he sent
into his own country, Cappadocia.    With these relics was sent a letter